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Saturday, May 4
Golden Age above Creston Brewery

KIDS FIRST OPEN
Monday, June 3
Blythefield Country Club

MILL STEEL COMPANY’S
GOLF FOR KIDS
Monday, July 15
Blythefield Country Club

BRIDGE FOR KIDS

805 Leonard St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
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Temporary in Our Home,
Forever in Our Hearts

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Friday, September 13
Kent Country Club

ST. JOHN’S GUILD
BALL

DID YOU KNOW?

Saturday, November 23
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

Visit dabsj.org/events for details.

Board of Directors Update:
We’re excited to announce our
newly appointed officers to our
Board of Directors: Kate Sischo
Zell (Chairperson), Sonali Allen
(Vice Chairperson), Carlye Klimek
(Treasurer) and Ryan Cook
(Secretary).
Our Emerging Leaders Council is
pleased to announce our newly
appointed co-chairs: Arielle Kohler
and Mallory Korpalski. They also
welcomed three new members:
Janelle Dixon, Jim Mullen and
Amirah Vosburgh.

Visit dabsj.org
for billboard details.

April is Child Abuse Prevention
Month. Thank you to everyone who
is an advocate for the work we do.
DABSJ receives 20k grant from
Amway. This grant will provide
funds to our Mentoring Services
program to help serve more youth/
mentor matches.
Become a monthly donor! Make an
ongoing impact to those we serve
by visiting dabsj.org and click on
Give Today for details.

Stephanie and Rich truly had fostering
in their heart. Rich’s parents were foster
parents for nearly 40 years and fostered
108 newborn babies. This influence had the
pair thinking about foster care or adoption
early in their marriage. The couple raised
three biological children and often looked
into fostering, but the timing was not
right. Once their nest was close to being
empty, they felt they had more to offer. It
was at that time they reached out to D.A.
Blodgett – St. John’s (DABSJ) to begin the
foster care licensing process.
Embracing the philosophy that children
should be with their biological families
when appropriate is something Stephanie
and Rich believed in. They were also aware
of the ever-growing need for foster homes
in our community, especially for older
children and sibling groups. That is when
their foster care journey started and a
sibling group of two teens and an eightyear-old were placed in their home.

Additionally, the foster parent training we
received from DABSJ was outstanding!
We also felt that older kids would benefit
from knowing our older children who
are college-aged or married. We knew
our kids could be positive role models,
plus we could all enjoy similar activities
together. For us, infants or very young
children would have required a big lifestyle
change,” said Stephanie.
The children’s biological parents struggled
with some cognitive limitations that
made parenting challenging at times, but
genuinely loved their children and
wanted to parent them.
They engaged in
treatment

The three children entered foster care due
to poor living conditions at home. Sadly,
they endured medical and educational
neglect and witnessed physical abuse. At
first, only two of the siblings were placed
with Stephanie and Rich. But knowing this,
they took the extra steps to increase their
license capacity, and were able to foster all
three in their home so the siblings could be
together.
The couple is often asked about fostering
older children opposed to babies. “Though
it may be more difficult to care for older
children because of trauma or busy
school schedules, we felt that we had
the experience and ability to handle it.

Rich a
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HAVE YOU SEEN OUR BILLBOARDS AROUND TOWN?

Cover story Continued from cover.
immediately and consistently attended
parent visitations and meetings. As the
biological parents received the help they
needed, Stephanie and Rich supported
them every step of the way. This allowed
the children to witness a positive
relationship with mutual respect. After
the parents completed all the necessary
treatment and therapy, all three children
were reunited with their biological parents
after nine months in foster care.

Your Gift.
Their Future.
What if all you had to do to help our
kids for years to come is to write a
simple sentence? Sound impossible?
Securing the future of those we
serve really is as simple as one
sentence. By including a gift to D.A.
Blodgett - St. John’s in your will,
you can support the future of our
children without giving away any of
your assets today.
If you are ready to include a gift to
D.A. Blodgett - St. John’s in your will
or have done so and wish to join the
Blodgett-Clancy Legacy Society,
contact Jim Visser at 616.361.4131 or
jvisser@dabsj.org.

Many wonder what it’s like emotionally
to have children in your home for so
long and then reunified with their
biological parents. Stephanie said, “You
need to prepare yourself emotionally
by continually reminding yourself of the
end goal: reunification. We went into the
placement knowing the goal is always to
reunite children with their parents.” She
continued to say that while the kids were
with them, they were always positive and
as encouraging as possible about their
eventual return home. “We talked with
them in the short term, not looking further
ahead than the next court date. In their
case, the kids were very verbal about their
desire to be home with mom and dad.”

longer they were in their home, the more
they became attached. Just like their own
children, they wanted what would make
them most happy. Fortunately, in their
case, mom and dad were working hard
to make reunification possible. “Once the
kids returned home, there was definitely
a period of time where we worried about
them and missed them. For nine months,
we had spent every moment with them,
and suddenly, we had to readjust to it
being just the two of us again. We would
often look at each other and say, ‘I miss
the kids!’” Thankfully, the birth parents
wanted them to remain involved, and they
still keep in touch today.
“Although it’s true that foster parenting
can be very rewarding, your real motive
should be to provide a safe and nurturing
environment for children and prepare
them for what’s ahead. We highly suggest
that if you have the capacity and ability
to foster, that you do it. There are kids out
there who desperately need you. We’ve
thought many times that if everyone who
could foster children did so for just a year
or so, that there would never be a child in
need,” said Stephanie and Rich.

New Service for
Children on the
Autism Spectrum

“ABA is a unique program
because the treatment is driven
by the goal of independence,
which means the plan will be
unique to every individual
we serve,” shared Beth Boogholt,

DABSJ’s Board Certified Behavior
Analyst.

Bowling teams from Mill Steel Company

Over 500 Attendees
Support Kids

$36,000 Raised for Mentoring
Services!

Our annual Guild Ball, hosted by the St. John’s Guild, was
a delightful evening, with over 500 guests in attendance!
$269,450 was raised for the children we serve in foster
care, adoption and residential care. The generosity of
our donors helps us provide key services to those in our
community who need it most.

Thank you to our sponsors, bowlers and community members
who helped us raise $36,000 at our annual bowling event!
Complete with rad costumes, unique raffle prizes, and the
greatest hits of the 90s, we had a totally awesome time!
THANK YOU TO OUR PROGRAM SPONSOR

HERO
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Stephanie and Rich understood that the

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), a
new program at D.A. Blodgett – St.
John’s, is a therapy used to help those
on the autism spectrum by changing
challenging behaviors. The therapy
can help with social, verbal and motor
skills, as well as managing challenging
behavior and developing reasoning
skills through positive reinforcement.

St. John’s Guild Members

Baudville

Cole’s Quality Foods

FOAM-iT

Jandernoa Foundation

John and Mary Hendrickson

Mercantile Bank

Honigman

Jeff and Erin Needham

Bill and Cathie Larkin

Russ and Chris Visner

Mill Steel Company

Greg and Meg Willit

For a full list of sponsors, visit dabsj.org.
Check out our Facebook page
for photos from the event!

David and Angela Muilenberg
To view a full list of sponsors, visit dabsj.org.

Welcome New Director of Residential Services
The goal of any ABA program is to
provide skills to the client that are
necessary to successfully navigate
their current and future individualized
communities. This includes anything
from increasing positive behaviors, such
as brushing teeth, eating with utensils
or completing homework and using
positive reinforcement techniques, to
reducing self-injury behaviors, such as
various physical/emotional outbursts.
D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s welcomed
Beth Boogholt at the end of last year to
establish this program.

D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s is pleased to
announce Kris Denny has been hired
as Director of Residential Services.
Kris brings 17 years of experience
working with children and families in
various capacities. In announcing his
appointment, Susan Conrad, Chief
Programs Officer, said,

“Kris is exactly the leader
we need in our children’s
residential treatment division
and organization right now,
and his blend of theoretical
and practical knowledge
in behavioral health
programming, and support
to kids and families, will be

an incredible asset. We can’t
wait for him to get started.”
In his most recent role, he served as
a Senior Manager at the University of
Miami Miller School of Medicine, and
trained social workers in Brief Strategic
Family Therapy across the country,
in Europe and Hong Kong, and most
notably partnered with the New York
City Administration for Children’s
Services. The city of New York began a
multimillion-dollar initiative to improve
the services being offered to children
and families that were involved with
the Administration for Children’s
Services by bringing in evidence-based
models. Kris served as coordinator for
all New York City programs. Prior to

Kris Denny

that position, he served as a Program
Director at Crosswinds Youth Services
in Florida and began his career as a
therapist for children in foster care.
Kris received both his bachelor’s degree
in psychology and master’s degree in
clinical psychology from the University
of Central Florida.

