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DID YOU KNOW?
Reunification is always the main
goal of our foster care program.
You can support this goal of
reunification by becoming a foster
parent. Orientations to learn more
are held on the second Monday of
every month at 6 p.m.
November is Adoption Month!
Adoptive and prospective adoptive
families are invited to join us at
Adoption Celebration on November
10 to learn more about and
celebrate the adoptive community.
More details at dabsj.org.
DABSJ received $6,000 from Mill
Steel employees. This donation was
collected throughout the year and
will directly impact our mentoring
program. We are grateful!
3,003 cases of abuse or neglect
were confirmed in Kent County in
2018. Read about how our capital
campaign will impact this reality
and learn how you can help!

SHAPING OUR FUTURE
In 2018, D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s (DABSJ) helped 9,275
children and families in our community. Our therapists
helped children overcome trauma and provided support to
families. Our foster care staff empowered parents through
difficult times to successfully reunite with their children.
Children from our Residential Program participated in 783
unique therapeutic activities. The work we do spreads
throughout West Michigan but our mission remains
focused.
We envision D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s as a place where
children and families overcoming trauma feel respected,
supported, and empowered. In order to achieve this
vision, we must come together to better serve them in a
more synergistic way.
In August 2018 we launched the Together For Kids
campaign, which will centralize our services onto one
campus, allowing our staff to serve families more
efficiently. The capital campaign will help DABSJ to
double our service capacity over the next 20 years and
offer a beautiful multiuse facility including school space,
a wellness center, a youth café, and a creative arts room
for the children. Our enhanced campus will have new
playgrounds, a walking/bike path, and more.

With outstanding community support, DABSJ has
raised $8.75M toward the $10M goal.
When we look to the future of DABSJ we think of the
stories of those who have been impacted by the agency.
Stories like that of Lakesha, who remembers eating cat
food as a young girl and being whipped with an iron cord.
But Lakesha went on to break the cycle of abuse and is
now a loving mother with a successful career. Or Trajon,

“We don’t want
to send parents
and kids to
multiple places.
We will have one
central location
that can serve the
entire family.”
Beverly Grant,
Together For Kids
Campaign Chair

DECEMBER 9-13 FROM 8-5PM

Please drop gifts off

VISIT DABSJ.ORG FOR DETAILS.

GIVE A GIFT TO A CHILD IN NEED.

Everyone deserves
to feel joy this
holiday season

$350K Raised to Impact
the Lives of Kids

TOGETHER
FOR KIDS

Together For
Kids currently
has the support
of 288 donors!

A Campaign for D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s

By donating $100 or
more, you will receive
a COMMEMORATIVE
STAR and your name
will be listed proudly
on the wall in the
lobby of the new
building.

David & Susan
Samrick
The Darooge
Family

Meijer

Contact Jim Visser at
jvisser@dabsj.org or
616.361.4131 with questions or to
make a donation.

Shaping Our Future Continued from cover.
a teenager who knew all kids deserve a
family and a home. Yet he spent years in
our Residential Program before meeting
his future family in the most usual place:
his school. Now he is adopted and has a
family to call his own. These are the results
that people like you can make possible.
At DABSJ we want a safe, nurturing
home for every child and a supportive
community for every family. The capital
campaign helps us make this a reality.
Susan Samrick, honorary campaign
co-chair, shares “this campaign is
an investment in the future, in our
community, and in these children now
and their future families.” We could

not agree more with this statement. By
coming together for kids we are building
a brighter future for the children and
families in our community.
We are so thankful to have such a
supportive and encouraging community,
and we can’t stop now. We still need your
help!

TITLE SPONSOR

Mike Borowka (far right) of Quantum Leap with
KFO beer sponsor, City Built Brewing Company

Thank you so much to everyone who supported the Kids
First Open golf event on June 3, 2019! With your generosity,
we raised $110K. The funds will help at-risk kids and
strengthen families in our community.
Join our KFO committee! Contact Mehgan Bechtel for
details at mbechtel@dabsj.org.

To learn more about the impact
your gift will have or to make a gift
to the Together For Kids campaign,
visit dabsj.org.

DABSJ is excited to announce that we have established a
new vision statement and agency values. Values are our core
beliefs, the heart of our culture, and what will drive DABSJ to
support kids and families with our full potential. Our stated
vision is the guiding image of our success – part emotional,
intending to inspire, and part rational, presenting a view of
the future that everyone can believe in. We look forward to
this new direction and the positive impact it will have.
Vision Statement: A safe, nurturing home for every child
and a supportive community for every family.

Client-focused and
teaming at the
center of our work.

All are welcomed,
valued and belong.

Ongoing commitment
to learning and
improvement.

We are grateful for the continued support to help youth
and families in our community. View a complete list of
donors for both events at dabsj.org.

Responsibility and
ownership of our
actions and results.

Imagination,
innovation and
intelligent risk- taking.

Relentless positive
energy toward our
mission and vision.

7 New Board Members Join DABSJ

Welcome Andre Daley

We feel honored and humbled that the following
individuals have chosen to collaborate, support, and
advance the mission of DABSJ with us as board members.

DABSJ is pleased to announce that Andre Daley has
been hired as director of equity, diversity, inclusion, and
engagement. He brings with him more than 13 years of
experience working in the social justice, diversity, equity
and inclusion fields.

David Samrick and Mill Steel Partners

DABSJ is proud to announce that Mill Steel Company and
partners from across the country and Canada raised $240K
at our Golf for Kids event on July 15, 2019. Funds raised
support the mentoring programs at DABSJ.

Residential Program
Implements New Model
to Improve Outcomes
The residential division at DABSJ has
always been successful, as evidenced
in the thousands of kids who have
been helped over the years, but we are
evolving to meet the changing needs
of the children we serve. We want to
be a program that works together as
a team using one program model and
providing the best care possible while
keeping youth and staff safe. We want
youth to have every opportunity to be
successful, which requires us to provide
the most impactful, best services.
Because of this, we have chosen a new
model that will help us do exactly that.

Celebrating
Our New Values

The Sanctuary Model, proven to result
in high staff and youth satisfaction,
decrease injuries, and improve overall
outcomes is being implemented.
We look forward to seeing this new
evidence-based, trauma-informed
program in action so we can help the
kids we serve in the best way possible.

Harold E.
Burrell Jr.

Brian
Hannon

Jay C.
Kakaty

Jeremy
Michalson

“This new senior leadership position is critical as we strategize
how to build the core values of diversity, equity, and inclusion
into all our programs and services, as well as model those
values as we advance our mission. We believe that embracing
these values is the way to intentionally make space for positive
outcomes to flourish. Just as critical
is having the right leader in place —
and Andre’s experience, passion
and leadership skills are the ideal
match for this role.”
Jim Paparella, President/CEO

Sara
Sherry-Knoester

Monica
Sparks

Ed
Spillers

Andre Daley

