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Dear DABSJ Supporters and Friends,
Since 1887, D.A. Blodgett – St. John’s has been tailoring our programming and support
to meet the ever-changing needs of our community. Beginning in a pandemic and
continuing over the last 135 years, we have been the voice of hope and compassion
for our most vulnerable children. Today, we have 15 programs across our organization
dedicated to helping children and families succeed.
Throughout this report, we share information about each of these programs and how
they change lives in our communities. Last year, your support helped DABSJ positively
impact over 14,000 individuals in our community.
HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF YOUR IMPACT:
• Our Family Preservation and Behavioral Health programs supported children and
families to effectively navigate trauma, substance use, stress, and mental and
emotional health delivering 14,520 counseling hours to 1,462 individuals.
• Adoptive Family Support Network, part of our Child Welfare programming, provided
1,940 adoptive families in 72 counties with resources and a circle of support.
• For children who were unable to safely remain in their homes, DABSJ Foster Care
programming provided over 52,000 days of care to our community’s most
vulnerable children.
As we look to the next 135 years, we can literally see our future growing as our new
headquarters is being built on Dean Lake Road in Grand Rapids. The new building will
allow our children and families to access services from one central location. Thanks to
your generosity, we eagerly anticipate moving into our new facility in the spring of 2023.
DABSJ – Founded in a pandemic. Growing in a pandemic. And, through our partnerships
with you, continuing our unending commitment to support children and families’ needs
long into the future!
With gratitude,

MARY MULIETT

SONALI ALLEN

President/CEO

Chairperson
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MENTORING

Family
Preservation
and
Behavioral
Health
Services
1,462
clients
served

14,520
counseling
hours

children and
parents served
through
10 programs
counseling
hours delivered
to children and
their parents

YOUTH IN BUSINESS
Youth in Business pairs mentors from Mill
Steel Company with mentees from the
East Kentwood Freshman Campus to focus
on workforce development skills.

65

children
served

688
children
served

FAMILY SUPPORT
SERVICES
Support for children with
Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities including autism.
Support Coordinators work with the
families and youth to assist them
in achieving goals in the areas of
daily living activities, improving the
child’s ability to communicate and
interact with their environment,
and promoting inclusion and
participation in the community.

58

parents
served

22

youth
served

FOSTER
CARE
SUPPORTIVE
VISITATION
Empowering and
preserving biological
families whose children
are in foster care by
modeling and teaching
a nurturing parenting
approach.

TRAUMA-FOCUSED
COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL
THERAPY (TF-CBT)
Resolving emotional and behavioral
difficulties associated with traumatic
experiences for children, adolescents,
and their parents. TF-CBT is one of
the most well researched and effective
treatments for trauma and abuse.

ENHANCED FOSTER CARE
A supportive service for foster care,
Enhanced Foster Care’s goals are
for each child’s foster home to be
their only placement and reduce
the number of children in residential
treatment facilities.

YOUTH DELINQUENT
INTERVENTION PROGRAM

16

youth
served

Provides mentoring and counseling for
kids under the age of 12 who have
broken the law. The goal is to reduce
the chance the child will commit
another crime. 16 youth served. 100%
of youth served did not re-offend
within 12 months.

Engaging, empowering, and supporting
youth, teens, and parents. Helping young
moms, and youth ages 10–21 who are
considered at-risk.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
ATTACHMENT
Creating healthy bonding and
positive parenting to prevent child
abuse and neglect.

46

families
served

KENT SCHOOLS SERVICES
NETWORK (KSSN)
The goal of Kent School Services Network
(KSSN) is to assure that all students are
physically and emotionally healthy
and able to learn in and out of
their classrooms. KSSN brings a
variety of services into the school
children
buildings creating a one-stop shop
served
of services that are easy to access.
Services and partners may include
DHHS workers, Community School
Coordinators, Site Team Clinicians, and
nurses. 367 children and families served in
18 schools within two school districts.

367

MULTISYSTEMIC
THERAPY (MST) PROGRAM

41

Youth in our MST program are
typically wards of the court and are
at imminent risk of removal from
youth
the community due to antisocial
served
behavior. The goal is to keep
children in the home and enrolled in
school, so they do not criminally re-offend.

“Some families
think their kids
are not capable
of learning, but
it is more about
finding the
way in which
the kids learn.
Sometimes it’s
easy, sometimes
it’s not. But
once we find
that avenue, it
gives parents
encouragement
that their kids can
learn those skills.”
Andrea Denes,
Family Support Services
Team Lead Support
Coordinator

The Marshall
Family

Foster Care and
Adoption Programs

IN 2021, AFSN PROVIDED
SUPPORT TO 1,940
ADOPTIVE FAMILIES.
AFSN IS ACTIVE IN 72
COUNTIES COVERING
86% OF OUR STATE.

PROVIDING SAFE, NURTURING HOMES
FOR EVERY CHILD AND SUPPORT FOR
ALL FAMILIES.
FOSTER CARE

224
children
served

We believe in keeping children safe with their families, not safe from
their families. Our dedicated foster families provide a temporary and
nurturing home until the child(ren) can be reunited with their parents
or relative caregiver. In 2021, we supported 224 children in 56,263 total
days in foster care.

FOSTER CARE LICENSING

17

new foster
families

One of our greatest needs is having enough foster parents to provide
homes for the children that need our help. In 2021, our Licensing Team
supported over 250 families. New foster home licenses were issued to
17 new foster families, 3 relatives, and 14 unrelated caregivers.

ADOPTION

42

children
placed

1,940
families
served

When parents are unable to make the changes needed to keep their
child safe, we work to find the child a loving, permanent home. In
2021, our Adoption Team supported 100 children toward achieving
permanency through adoption. 42 children were placed with adoptive
families. 31% of these adoptive placements were with relatives.

36%
of children in foster
care were reunited
with their parents.

30
children were placed
in adoptive homes.

ADOPTIVE FAMILY SUPPORT NETWORK (AFSN)

6
students who

Adoption is a unique way to form a family, and sometimes families
need a unique kind of support to be successful. AFSN provides
adoptive parents access to a community of people who can offer
answers and share experiences. Post-adoption support for the lifelong
well-being of adoptive families. AFSN worked side by side with 1,940
families in 72 counties (86% of Michigan counties).

previously received our
services are benefitting
from agency-supported
school scholarships.

The Marshalls joyfully adopted Kaleab from
Ethiopia in 2009 when he was 14 months
old. They connected to DABSJ’s
Adoptive Family Support Network
(AFSN) early in their adoption
journey when it became evident
that Kaleab had attachment
challenges. The Marshalls
attended both an AFSN training
and an AFSN support group
where they learned Trust-Based
Relational Intervention (TBRI)
strategies -- a trauma-informed
model of parenting.
In 2015, Kaleab’s mom Laura became
an AFSN-trained parent leader,
because she believed there is a need for
therapeutic parenting classes and wanted to
help provide that resource to adoptive parents.
Additionally, she co-facilitates the Cedar Springs
support group with AFSN staff.
“AFSN continues to be the real person in real
time that reaches out and provides support.
AFSN is intentional about building community,
so no one has to feel they are alone in their
adoption journey. There is no other
organization like them in our state.”
AFSN Coordinator, Brooke Vanprooyen says,
“Laura, Rick, and their children are all active in
our AFSN village. Their challenges in adoption
are still far from over, but they continue
to parent with grace and love.”

Residential
Treatment

DABSJ:
At Work
in Schools

INTENSIVE CLINICAL TREATMENT, SUPPORT,
AND COUNSELING IN A HOMELIKE
ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
AGES 6-18 WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED MULTIPLE
TRAUMAS INCLUDING ABUSE AND NEGLECT.

3,653
total days
in care

741

activities
offered

Residential Treatment
focuses on healing past
trauma and helps prepare
children for return to a
restored family or to
pre-adoptive homes.
Experiential activities
offered to youth in
residential care.

Life Skills

Gardening

Cooking Classes

Raising Monarch
Butterflies

Cultural Festivals
(Hispanic, African,
Asian Pacific)
Horseback Riding
Sports

Talent Show
Mindfulness/Self-Care
Library

Swimming

Volunteering
with Shelter Cats

Arts and Crafts

Nature Trails

Blueberry, Pumpkin,
Apple, and Sunflower
Picking
Cutting Down
a Christmas Tree

Fredrick Meijer Gardens
(“Butterflies are
Blooming,” “Christmas
Trees from Around the
World”)

Bonfires

Boulder Ridge

John Ball Zoo

Equine Therapy

Grand Rapids
Public Museum

“The integration of a Kent
Schools Services Network
(KSSN) therapist into our
school community has
increased the capacity and
effectiveness of our mental
health supports here at East
Kentwood High School. By
working in close proximity
with other support staff
within our system, circles
of communication are
closed on a regular, and
sometimes daily, basis. That
connectedness has spread
to students and is evident
in the students-referringstudents phenomenon. Our
KSSN therapist has created
a relational capacity within
our community that makes
him a trusted ally, and we
have observed the trajectory
of student lives changed for
the better under his care. The
continuity of services provided
through KSSN has contributed
to this degree of success.”
OMAR BAKRI
Principal
East Kentwood
High School

Backpack
Drive and
Holiday
Gift Drive
$73,303

Total giving to Backpack
and Holiday Gift Drives
OVER 600 GENEROUS INDIVIDUALS,
FAMILIES, AND LOCAL BUSINESSES
REACHED OUT TO PROVIDE
BACKPACKS AND HOLIDAY GIFTS
FOR KIDS IN OUR PROGRAMMING!
“This is so amazing, and I can’t thank
you enough for this!”
Family of four, Backpack Drive
“This is helping us out so much.
I can’t express the appreciation and
thankfulness I have that you picked us.”
Family of five, Holiday Gift Drive

Mill Steel
Company
Celebrates
25 Years of
Golf for Kids
by Raising
$257,000

Financials
1%
7% 1%
10%

REVENUE
81%

For 25 years, Mill Steel Company
and their community of friends and
business partners have supported
what has become D.A. Blodgett
– St. John’s largest fundraiser.
The 2021 anniversary event raised
$257,000, making it the most
successful yet!
The event’s 25 successful years
were made possible because of the
vision and compassion of Mill Steel’s
founder and former chairman,
David Samrick. In his memory and
in honor of the thousands of lives
he helped change, the event will be
renamed The David Samrick Golf
for Kids outing.
We are grateful to the entire Mill
Steel team for continuing David’s
legacy of philanthropy and strong
partnership with DABSJ. Together
we will continue to support children
& families in our community for
another 25 years!

3%
15%
31%

21%

EXPENSES

30%

Public Grants & Contracts
$11,024,604
Charitable & In-Kind Gifts
$1,370,316
Paycheck Protection Program
$932,437
Investments & Other Income
$205,281
Restricted Funds
$200,968
TOTAL $13,733,606
Foster Care & Adoption
$4,278,058
Family Preservation Services
$4,116,107
Residential Services
$2,938,413
Management & General
$1,997,068
Fundraising
$403,960
TOTAL $13,733,606
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THIS PAST FALL, WE REACHED A MAJOR MILESTONE
WHEN WE MET OUR $10 MILLION FUNDRAISING GOAL!
We are incredibly grateful to the
over 500 donors, foundations, and
community partners who made this
vision possible.
The building process is underway
with Erhardt Construction leading
this work. Journey Construction was
selected as our owner’s representative;
and Integrated Architecture, as our
design firm. The property off Dean
Lake Road looks much different than
it did a few months ago!
Our next step will focus on interior
design and furniture selection as
we work to create a welcoming
and calming space for the kids and

families we support and an efficient
and inviting sanctuary for our hardworking team. We have pushed our
occupancy date back slightly due
to supply chain challenges but be
on the lookout for exciting updates
throughout the year as the building
begins to take shape and we work
toward a move-in date in the first
quarter of 2023.
Investing in the work we do for
children and families is vital to the
success of our community, and
we are grateful for your continued
partnership every step of the way!
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Thank You!
Your support is changing the lives of
thousands of children and families in our
community! Whether a child is living at
home, in foster care, with an adoptive
family, or in residential treatment, we exist
to restore that child’s happiness, dignity,
and belief that their dreams can come true.
YOU make that possible!

Upcoming Events
KIDS FIRST OPEN
Egypt Valley Country Club
Monday, September 26, 2022

58TH ANNUAL
ST. JOHN’S GUILD BALL
JW Marriott
Saturday, November 19, 2022

805 Leonard St NE, Grand Rapids, MI
(616) 451-2021 | dabsj.org

